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Colleen Bell, teft, is intrigued by the ball python that Gina Wolfe brought to the First Friday Art Walk in Fairfield in August. The event included a pet parade.

Fairtield celebrates Friday

Get 4 kick from Kukuumba Lime Juice.

munch walnut burgers at monthly festival
By MICHAEL MORAIN

mmorain@dmreg.com
airfield, Ia. — At first glance, the town square to-do looks like
every other small-town carnival.

A blues band pumps out tunes from the gazebo. Girl Scouts paint
faces at a booth nearby. Kids are blowing bubbles, crafters are
selling quilts. and community groups — the Lions. the Kiwanis.

the Jaycees — are all here, serving Sloppy Joes and ice cream and hefty
slices of apple pie.

Unlike many festivals. however, Fairfield’s First Friday Art Waiks don't fade
from the calendar when the first leaves start to fall. The southeast lowa town
of 10.000 people hosts thousands of visitors the first Friday of every month.
regardless of weather. for a party that reflects not only the community’s Main
Street charm but also its unique mix of artists, health seekers and spiritual
immigrants. The overall effect looks like something Norman Rockwell might
have painted had he spent some time in the Peace Corps.

One vendor, for example. sells handwoven bags from Colombia. Someone
else serves glasses of a cucumber-flavored potion called Binghimon Ku-
kuumba Lime Juice near a tent where Deborah Williamson grills organic
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Mary Shepard and Angel, her cockatoo, line up for the pet pa-
rade that was judged during the festivities last month.

i First Friday
Art Walk
WHEN: 6-10 p.m.
Friday

WHERE: Downtown
Fairfield. In case of
rain, outdoor events
will relocate to the
Armory, at Broadway
and B streets.
ADMISSION: Free

DETAILS: (541)472-2111,
fairfieldartwalk.com
ONLINE:

E See an audio

slideshow of last
month’s Art Walk,
featuring a pet parade,
at DesMoinesRegister
.com/multimedia.






